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The | pore of X os Tompuny 
of Clothworkers of London. 


— 2 K inc. To all to whom, &c. 


Q@ EE haveperuſed the Letters Patents of Our dearc Siſter 
on 3 the Lady Eligab eth late Qaeene of En gland made un=- 
7: Q der Her great Seale*of England, who Tenor fol- 

ſx) lowes in:theſe words, E L IZAB E T H, By the 
| grace of God Queene of England, France, and Ireland, 


) defendreſſe of the Faith, &c. To all to whom theſe 

preſents:ſhall- come, -ficalth, e&c. WHEREAS, 

FRO HAS d Ford Eduard the ate late King of England our great 
: >: Gramifather. £] -by bis Letters :Patents dated at Weſtminſter ' the twenty - 

* .Gghtday of Aprilli in the twentieth yeare of Ris Reigne; of His eſpeciall 

_ Grace, and out of His certaine knowledge and meere motion, granted and 

© Gave licence for Himſelfeand His Heires,:t© His beloved Leigemen, Foby 

Ry it, Henry Lee, and Thomas Wymond, thatthey, or ſome, or any one of 

+= rhenp| might have; make, found, andeſtabliſh to all perpetuall and future 

= * rimes| toendure; to:the Laud ;Glory and Honour of God, and of the moſt 

| eg Prionad Frgindidary His Mother Toit: His City of London, a certaine 

> S ;Fraternig - or-perpetuall Guilde--of three Wardens, and a. Comminalty 

P of themen of the Miſtery-or Art of Fuicrs then inhabiting or thence- 

\ orward toinhabit within His-Ciry. of London, or Suburbes x the.fame, .of 

Y Athe Brethren and-Siſters, of the free perſons of the ſame Miltery or Art,and 

i E f others who out of their devotion will be of the ſame Fraternity or 

Sande. And that:the fame [Wardens .and' 'comminalty thence. forward 

' fhoatd be one body Akane oo ey -1 peorppraſed indeed. or name of 

three Wardens and Comminalty, and:;thatithe thould Lg egg able and 
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«eats, rents, and other poſſeſſians whatſaever of any perſon, or perſnso 


EE whomſoever that {houtd be willing to give, bequeath, grantzor aſſigns 


them unto them. To bave and to bold to the ſaid Wardens and Comminal.- 
ty and to theirſucceſſors tor ever. And that they might have a perpetual] _ 
poſſeſſion , aM a Common Seale to bs uſcd for ever forthe buſineſſe of 
the aid Miſtery or Art and ofthe Fraterniry and Gild aforeſaid. Andthar 
the ſaid Wardens and Comminalty by the Name of the wardens and Come 
minalty of th? Freemen of the Miitery or Art of Fullers of the City of 
London , may pleade and be impleaded, anſwer and be anſwered, in what- 
ſoever Courts or places, before any Juiticcs or Judges whomſoever, in all 
Tons, Suits, Pleas, Plaints or Demands, be they of what nature or con- 
dition ſoever. And that theſlaid Comminalry, (viz. of the Freemen of 
the Miitery or Art aforeſaid, whenſoever they will every yeare and years, 
may chuſe and make themſelvs three Wardens to ſapportthe bulines of the 
fame Miſtery or Arc, and Commwinalty and Fraternity or Gild aforeſaid,to * 
Overſee, Rule and Governe the Miſtery or Art and © omminalty aforeſaid, 
and all men and occupants, ſervitors,(hitis and occupations of the ſame Mi- 
ftery,or Artand Comminailty aforeſaid, in the City and Suburbs aforeſaid, 
for ever, and the defe& of them duly to'corre&,and cauleto bee correted. 
AND that the aforeſaid Waiucns and Comminalty of the Miſtery or 
' Art aforeſaid, and their Succefſors yay make and ordaine reaſonable. 
Conſtitutions or Ordinances for the good rule and-goyernment. of _ 


RP 


_ theſameMiſtery,or Art ang Trargrnity,or Gild-aforeſaidzas ofter, 25 thegen?”” 
' pleaſe, and ſhall chinke neceffary;and that they may changethem at thei; 
Pleaſure, by the advice of the Major and Aldermen. of the faid Citie for... - 


- the time being, without the impeachment -or: moleſtation of him, his * 


 lawes: and cnſtomes. aforeſaid. And thart 


- _ 


ae a RR Sa gong en EG ERS 
HE 
Miſtery . aforeſaid and others. And the Guild or Fraternity fo begun 
 Vnited; Founded, Created, Ere&ed and Eſtabliſhed, tro have and to hold , 
and the ſame to enjoy and excerciſe to themſelves and ſucceſſors tor ever 
_ tocontinnue. And that they and their fuccellors might. hold and: re- 
taine the ſame Guild or Fraternity of the aforeſaid Mittery of Sheeremen, 
:and of other perſons whoſoever, whom they would receive into the ſaid 
Guild or Fraternity. As al fo thatthey and their ſuccefſors might Choole, 
Have, and make one Maſter and two Wardens of themſelves from yeare 
to yeare, or as. often as they pleaſe, or there (hall bee need for the Rule, 
Governance and Cuſtody ot the ſame Fraternity for ever, as to them ſbal 
ſeeme moſt expedient. AND further, of 1is greater Grace, and at the 
- fupplication of his ſaid Leige People of the Miitery aforeſaid, He willed 
and granted for himſelfe aud his heires ( as much as in him was ) that 
the fame Maiter and Wardens,'and their Succefiors ſhould be perpetual! 
and capable. And that the aid Fraternity ffiould by ic ſelf be ſolidated and 
united a perpetuall corporate Fraternity. And that from thence forward it 
ſ{hou]d forever be called THE FRATERNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
OF THE. BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - OF SEEERMEN OF THE 
CITY OF LONDON, And the ſame Maſter and Wardens and their 
Succeflors alfo of the Fraternity aforeſaid, He incorporated perpetu- 
ally to continue, and made them one body,and for one Body Declared, 
Accepted, Approved and held them. And that they by the name of the Ma- 
.__ ter & Wardens of the Fraternity of theFflumption of the bleſſed Virgin 
>... Mary ſhould: faithfally-be:called;';and bythe ſame name, ſhould be perpe- 
| rualſ;and Able; &Capeable in Law to Ot Bin Recetre,and Procure Lands 
_ and Tenements,Rents,Services,andother”Emoluments, Rights, Heredita- 
- mentsand Poffeflions temporall and fpirituall, to have and to hold to 
.them and their ſucceflors for ever. And by the fame name might plead, 
_ and be impleaded, and proſecute all Cagies, Plaints, Aﬀtions Reall and 
Perſonall, and: mixt of whatſoever kind br nature they be. As alſo an- 
{wer and defend: under the name aforeſaid, in the-ſame cauſes , plaints 


and aftions, before: all Judges, Secular and Ecclefiaſticall whomtſoever, in 


which ſoever of the Courts or places of Him,Heires or Sacceflors, and in 
whatſoever Courts or. places of any other-whoſoever, within the King- 


+, dome of England: according to the lawes and caſtomes of the ſaid King- 
© - dome. Andto-doe and: receive all other things ſo and in the ſame man- 


ner. as the reſt of -hisLeige peoplecapableandable within his ſaid King- 


. ſwered, in all conrts'andplaces whatſoes: 


=P 


have'one common Seale forthe executing: of their bufines:and:deeds. And 
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ed, to-anſwer and tos be an-. 
xr aforeſaid, according to the _ 
y andtheir ſucceſſors might, _ 
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the Fraternity aforefaid and their 5. "HR lawfully have their con- 
gregations , and honeſt and lawfull communications of themſelves,and 
make Statutes and Jawfull Ordinances for the good, Government -of that 
Fraternity according to.their neceflity and exigence as often & whenſaever 
need require, as in the ſaid Letters Pattens more fully is contained. 
AND W HEREAS alſo Lord Henry the Eight late King of England our moſt 
deare Father, by his Letters Pattents Dao at Weſtminſter the Eighteenth. 
day of Fantary in the Nineteenth yeare of his reigne, of his eſpecial] grace 
and our of tis certaine khowledge and meere motion and charitable re- 
ſfpe&, and of and with the advice of his Councell; As alſo at the hum- 
ble perſonall and ſpeciall ſupplication , requeſt and affent of his beloved _ 
Leigemen, the free Citizens of His ſaid City , aſwell of the ſaid” miſtery of 
Sheeremen as the ſaid Miſtery or Art of the Fullers of the City of London © 

aforeſaid , have granted and given Licence , and by His Letters Pattents 
willed licenced and pranted for himſelf and his heires(as much as in bim 
was )to the ſame his Leige-men his Citizens of the ſaid Myſtery of Sheer- 
men and Fullers, and to the Maſter and Wardens of the ſaid Fraternit 
of the Aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary , of the Sheere-men in the 
City of London , and to the Warden and Comminalty of the Freemen of 
the Myſtery or Arts of Fullers of the City of Londen aforeſaid. That 
after that, and thence forward; the ſaid Leigemen his Citizens of the ſaid 
Myſtery of Sheer-men and Fullers ,” and the faid Maſters of the. ſaid tw+ 


Arts or Myſteryes, and the W. .den of the ſaid Fraternity of the -Aflump- 
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tion of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary.of the Sheere-men,- ahd the Warden-and 
Commonalty of the. reemen of the Myſtery'ot 'Art:of:Fyllers ;_ as alſo -- _ 
thelaid ewo Fraternities ſhould be entire-within. themſelves and-ſhould be © 


. United,conjoyned.cr eated,etcted and cfiabliſbed; andby the fame His:Ler- : 

 rers Patcents, he did unite and conjoyne the ſame two Arts or: Myſteries - © 
of Sheer-tmen ani Fullers, and the Maſter and Wardens of the faid Fraters © | Y 
niry of:the Aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin' Mary :,: of the Sheer-men;-- 


As allo the Wardens and Commonalty- of the -Free-men'of-the Arc and 
Myſtery of Fullers , and all themen of the ſame-Arts and Mylteryes., and __ 
- the ſaid two Fraternityes Into 6He entire Art or: Myſtery,and into one fras | 
_ ternity, that thence forward doth in deed -and.name- they ſhould beone _ 
| Budy, one Art, OINC Myſtery, one Fraterhity, and one perpetual] Co m- : __ 


be, R 


monalty, and catted by the nanie of the Cloth-workers ſolely and onety 
forever. And that from that tinie forward, they ſhill be fo fiiled; nomiu _ | = 
nated, called and accepted in the ſame City and dfewhere every way, and... 

_ . not otherwiſe orelſewhere.. -Andthat they and their. Sucteffors. in the: -- 

_ City aforeſaid myjght begin, unite and conjoyne, found, -create;, ere and 

_eftabliſiia certain-Guild or Fraternity in bonor of the bleſſed Virgin Majyi- - = 
And:the Giild or Fraternity, ſobegun;united;conjoyned;founded'; areaws = 


m2 
= 


> 


ed wa eſtabliſhed,to "FRO and tohold,and the ſaine to enjoy and 
exccite to themſelves and their ſucceſſors for ever:to :continue. And that 
the ſaid Gild and Fraternity, ſhall be called the Gild or Fraternity of the 
_ Aſſumption elſed Virgin Mary of the CToth-workers 10 the City 
ER And that they and their ſucceſſors, the ſame Gild or F raternity 
mighcIncreale and augment , and; that they! might hoſd the aid gild or 
. .Fraternity of all-natives whomfoeyer:they:thall geceiveintothe Th: Giid 
or Fraternity. As alſo that they and their fucceflors-miight chuſe, have 
and makeamong thenuſelves, and of themſelves oneiMaſter.and tour War- 
.dens, from year to year, or as often as they pleaſe, or ſball be: needfu}l for 
the goyernment, cuſtody and regulating of the faid Gild or Fraternity of 
-__.Alothworkers for ever;as belt pleaſeth them;& thole arany of them as of- 
tenas ſhal be neceflary. to remove,& others-or another a new to. cleft & ap- 
point as to them thaTITezme moſt expedient. And he hath transferred and 
exchanged,and by his ſaid Letters Patents altered,exchanged/and ordained 
the aid Fraternity of Sheer-men,as alſo the forsſfaid fraternity of the Ful- 
lers in the.City of Londen,into the name of the Gild or Fraternity:ot the a(- 
' ſumption ofthe bleſſed Virg in Mary of the Clothworkers.in the City of Lon- 
© don And the ſaid Maſter & Wardevs of the ſame Guild or Fraternity: of the 
Aſſumption of the blefſed Virgin Mary bf the: 'Sheeremen and the War- 
dens hd Comminalty of the ſame Guilde or iFraternity: of the blefſed 
Virgin Mary :of the Fullers , into: the name of. one Maſter and foure War-_ 
dens of the. " Guilde and Fraternity © he-Af amption.of the bleſſed Virgin 
 Mary,of the Art or Myſterie of Cloithworkers i in the Citie of Loxdoz, . and 
-made.them one Body, and them for. one Body have declared acce Stedand 
approved, As allo tor one Body held. And that the ſame Mafteriand-War- 
==» degs.0r Clothworkers ſhould be thencefortli be-one Body,. and'one incor- 
[-- poratedComminalcy indeed- and name of one Maſter and-foure Wardens 
. of the Myſerie of. Glothworkers inthe City of Leiden, and: char they 
—.. ſhouldbe perſonable and capable-in the: Law to purchaſe,-receive, Jevidh, 
-— and Allows 2 in Fee and perpetuall Lands, Tenents, Renesand other pofle(- 
© flons whaiſqever, as well of thefame lateKing , as of- any' other. perſon 
_ -. or perſons willing ordeſirous 'to gives; bequeath; grarit or afligne them un- 
: Soho, and not;by any-othername. To: have and to: hold to the {aid 
= ter and Wardens and Comminalty of Clothworkers, and:to their 
Sia ſaceeſfors for. ever, Andthat they ould have a perpetall ſaccaſſion} and 
=, Common, ſeale to ſerve: for ever for: the bulineſſe of theſaid Miſtery-or - 
Arta and Fraternity. of Glothworkers afoteſaid:.. And that the Lens Maſter 
— Wardens and. comminalry: by the: name /of the: Maſter,;:V V; 
-;.. -Comminalty of the freemen of the Miſery of C IGtbwor ers ot 
— TORO] a _;MNE 60 dy -anatbar name; miIgnt plead: and -be im 
. "Pheadeth Anſwer and be anfivered:in'svety Gavir an plabe: befors a Jo 
<2 ; Mi ce S.of * Fudges | in. whatſoever cauſes, aces, ſuites, or plaints, and de- - 
EIS S my = - mands 


CSI 
mands of whatſoever condition or nature they ſhould be. - And- that 
the ſaid Comminalty (-to wit ) of the Freemen ofthe Mitſtery of Cloath- 
workers aforeſaid, whenſoever they would every yeare, and fitting times 
whatſoever, might chufe and make ot themſelves one Maſter and foure 
VVardens for one yeare to continue, for the. ſupportation and Fraternity 
or Guild of the bulineffe of the ſame Miftery or: Art and Comminality of 
Cloathworkers aforeſaid, to overſee, rule and governe the Art.or Myſte- 
ry and Comminalty of theClothworkers atorefatd, and all the men and 
occapants, ſervitors, ituts and workmanlhip of theſame Myſterie or Art 
and cormminalty of Clothworkers Tn the City and Suburbs aforeſaid for | 
ever. Andtheir defaults_duely 10 cart and- cauſe to be corre&- _-+ 
ed. And that the aforeiaid, Maiter, V Vardens, and Comminalty of the Th 
Miſtery or Art of Clothworkers aforeſaid andtheie ſacceffors for the time 
being (according tothe Tenor of a Statute of the moſt illuſtrions King 
Henry the 7th. his Father” at _J#eſtminſter in the 19th.'yeare of his Reigne _ 
held, publiſhed and provided) might as often aSThey pleafed,-and-it honld 
be needfull, make and ordaine Qrdinances, conftitations, and reaſfona--. _ 
ble ftatates , for the:good ralibg and wholelone governme 


'of theTIMe 


Miſery or Art of Clothworkers aforeſaid. And that they might attheir 
liking change them without the impeachmentor moleſtation of Him, 
His heires or ſacceſſors,.the Juſtices Majors, Sheriffe, Efthenetors Bayliffe, 


Conſtables or other His Officers' or: Miniffers,-or of His faidHeires, or of 
any other whomſoever.'- The Statute of Mortmaine, or any other Statne;. 
Ad or Ocdinanceto the contrarymade, provided or ordeyned, or any o= - 
ther thing, caufe,or matter whatſvever in any thing norwithſtanding. And 
that'the Maſter and Wardens of the-Gilde, Fraternity, or Art of Cloarh- 
workers aforeſaid ,” and their Tucreffors, every ;yeare ior every other 'yeare, 
attheirpleafure might makeand have amonp the Citizens of the-fame = 
City, being then Bretheven and Siſters of theſame Fraternxy of Cloath« 
workersand the moft fathcient thereunto., one 1ivery--or Robe; -or one 
ſort of veſture., and the fameveſturein a comely mannerw{eas often , and 
whenſoever they pleaſe: And that they mighthold and keepe their Feaft or 
Banquet of meat & elrink in'a camventent place at or.abbiit'the Feaſt-of the 
Aſſumption of the blefſed /irgza Mary;orias often & whenſyver they pleaſe 
And that the foreſaid Maſter, Watdensiand Commonilty of Cloth-work- 
-ers {hould have, hold, poſſefſe and:enjoy-rorhem and their facceffors for. 
. -ever, all their goods :and Chattells ,- Lands © and -Tenament ,- Rents. 
 :and* Services, © Poſtleflions: and” Hereditaments whettoever-, which 
'the Torclard Jate Maſter 3nd-Wardens: of 'the\ ſaid "Myſtery '6f Sheer- . -- 
-men orthewandens of :the-commonalty and-faid\ Art ah Myſtery. of © + 
Fulleds in. the City :of LondorJoynthy:or ſeverally then, had orkefore-__._- - 
thoſecimesthadpolleſſedor held, - Asiatfoall andall manner of Liberties,  _- 
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Francheſes,Cuſtomes and priviiedges which the ſaid Maſter and 
Wardens of the Myſtery of Sheermen, or the. forefaid:Wardens 
.and Commonalty of the Art or Myltery of Fallers in the City of 
London, Ce and before. thole_times held, pollefſed,or uſed. 
- MOREOVER, he willed and graunted for himfelte and his ſuc- 
cefſors , that the Maſters and Wardens of the Art or Myſtery of 
Cloth-workers aforeſaid for the time being, and their Succeſſors 


for ever; together with the Major of the City aforeſaid, for 
-ithe time being or his deputy -ſhonld © have, make and exerciſe 
' within theCity aforeſaid, the Liberties and Suburbs of the ſame , 
the fall and entire over fighe, ſearch , governne nd- cor- / 
—=reaion, aſwell ot all: ngular the: men of the ſaid City, the / 
natives as forraigners and Aliens,” of any orevery the Are or — 
Myſtery -or Miſteries whatſoever -uſing-thefaid Art or Myſtery 
of Cloth-workers,or the Myſtery of Sheere-men,or the-Art or 
Myſtery of Fullers or any before theſe times pertaining-to any 
other of the Mylteries.in the fame City, - Liberty. and Sabarbs of 
the ſame, and of fingular the things atany time touching any 
of the ſaid Miſteries, as well of the! manifaftare: of all wollen 
cloaths and fuſtians,as of all the goods and things to any of the 
Art or Miſtery aforeſaid,at.any time belongingior concerning;al- 
though that Cloathand/Fuſtiar: was: made: and wrought within 


Freeman or Forraigner and Forragnersar: Aliens, and'-brought 
whatſoever part of this kingdome of England or the part be- . 
yond Seas, orellewhere'by any Freeman-or. Forraigner or For- + 
repners;or Alien tothe ſame. his Citie. ar tothe Suburbs of the 
ſame. : As alfo.pfall other Forreigne, aliens: whatſoever 'inany 
manner afingsaxerciing,or frequenting: any:the; Artiop Myſte- | 
ryes sfarglajd,orany thing: of any ane of any the ſame Mifterics 
or. Art -at; any time pertaining withini'che' fame! Gityand Su« 
burbs ofche-lame. ';-Andthatthey-(hould haveche panithmerir 6f 
_ all men-as waltFree NativesagForraigners: and Aliens forithelr 
offences inand for. not perfecUly working; exccuting,doing;-anid 
uling,,Jn.che manifaRtare of the faid-wollen cloaths; andfirſts- 
ansand atherthethinggaforelaidas oftemand when need require 
for. the benafit ' and; proficofall his leigepeople;' nnd all others 
whomſoever, So chat Gich i of:theFeeanen; Natives; 
eye nigpFoiuones ganas "ns 2 "Sos | __ - 
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_ Forraigners or Aliens Fs in this - cond offending. be evfcned 
by the Maſter and Wardens of the faidGuild, Fraternity -or- Art . 
ofClath-workers , according to rhe _ of: England, and the 
Ordinances and Statursfheretmmad: rromers of the 
the City of London. And that'no port Me = Allien ſhalſaſeme © 
Aid art or myltery ofthe Clothworkers, nor any. Art of the arts 

| aforeſaid, oroftthe manufafture of Woollen:Clothes-and;:Fuſti- ' 

_ ans, or of any of them;or of any the things: ofthe: myſteries or 
art aforeſaid, any time concerning them within the ſaid City and 
Suburbs of zhe ſame., .unleſſe. by the Maſter and Wardens of the 
laid Fraternity and art of Cloth- worker, he be admitted for a ſir- 
ficient , competent-and fitcing worknian ————— t ule and 
"exerciſe the Tad arts; myleryes and occupa 


tione.':-. 4: 25 7 
And further he:willed and by: thedame: his Luis Patach 
graunted to the foreſaid:Maſter ad Wardens of the ſaid Gaild, 
Fraternity and art of Cloth-workers ,” and to- their Succeſſors, 
That no Officer, Miniſter Artificer;Mercbant. or any other whib+--. 
ſoever ſh5ald thence Forward Tear br any. way e toe 
/ anyhisLeig peoples priviledges uting the fame - art, Nor 
| rave {hip-otMerchandize, bure only. the: Kid MatterSe 
os of the. (aid ld Guild, Fraternity or-Art of /Cloth 
_ aforeſaid and their ſucteflorsfor the time: beltig3 3: tbpether: with 
the ts jor of thie (aid City for thetime'beingg'onhis Dep ec TER 
age eſald;; as inrelies k terw-Paitdens a mire fly fe ontai rn s 
| ed 1.2: . 723 I arg, IV 205 eng ce {68 
FORO Elke _... And hs " of chels ſeveral Dirters /PitretitsVefioht 
 bethr grant. ſpecefied; andthe: Uivertiry-6Fth the: narnes6f:theiGor - ms, "M 
HM the ſameErefted;ordained:or mention indtheibindertatinty; 
—- | _notonly many donbts didiariſe;brit alfo puitiy Afifes and contro. 
verſigs Were likely afterwards to fpringip, eh 
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_ Judiceof many: oFOurſabj ets, Wee deficthgand wlifg to pro> | 
vide a fitting reniedy ir TA behalfe; anditterly to* rendiince * 
Ambhigiitiesiand Wer os ans ge. - 3hi6h" fe6ni- thels - 
- me acA dwilingallsto: date this one d--——Y 
wmonalty-aſyeell.thie metinowxerdfirig,andwwhichbereafterſhall- _ _... 
exerciſe the aid Arts angie — In' = the id Letters += if = 
mentioned iin:the Gityo Fenton andSaburhs'of the ſame, orinae 
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ry of Clothworkers, And of all the ſaid Corporations and names 


them within Oar ſaid-City of Landon orthe (uburbs of the ſame; 
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may pive, diſpoſe, deviſe, grant, alien, or aſligne them to thoſe; 
as well within the City of London aforefaid as elſe whereſoe ver 
| ithout theſame City to thoſe who are willing to take or receive 
_. *them Andthat the ſaid Maſter & Wardens & Comminalty of the 
-Art or Myſtery of Clothworkers of the Qity of London aforeſaid, 

& their ſuccefors by the name of the Maſter, Wardens and Com- 
minalty of the Freemen of the:Art or Miſtery of Clothworkers 
ofthe City of London aforeſaid, may plead,8& be impleaded before 
all Juſtices & Judges in all Courts,and in all and lingular cauſcs 
 8&adftions as well reall as perſonall, Spirituall and temporal, and 
____ mixt whatſoever,of whatſoever,condition or natare they be, and 
--ef Pleaſe of Aflize Novel difleifin. We have granted alſo, and by 
. theſe preſents,for us,our heires & ſacceſ{ſors,of our eſpecial grace, 

and out of our- certaine knowledge, and meere motion we doe 

grant to the ſame Maſter, Wardens and Comminalty of - the 

Freemen of the Art or Miſtery of Clothworkers of the City of 
London aforeſaid, and to their ſucceſſors. That the foreſaid Maſter, 
.,- VVardens and Comminalty of Freemen of the Art or Milltry 

'{ of Clothworkersof the City of Loxdon aforeſaid, and their ſuc- 
ceffors thenceforward may have, hold, and _poſlefle, ro them. _ 
fetves forever,all and ſingular the Lands and Tenements, Rent, / 
vertions, and ſervices, Poſleſlions, Liberties, Franchiſes, Pri- 


Re fra1 
viledpes,and hereditaments whatſoever; iFattoall the poods and 
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* ek or any orall of them joyntly or dividedly, 


ill of them joyntly or dividedly, or ſeverally : 
any-manner of way befgre theſe times by the ſame names or. 


bw 
any of them , 


or by any other name or names whatſoever and'* 
howſoever, had, beld or poſſeſſed , or purchaſed them-or 


at theſe preſents be had} held, or poſletſed or purchaſed or which. 
they have, or now uſe orenjoy, or for the future may have, hold,” 
poſleſſe or enjoy them, And this without the impediment diftur-"" 
bance, or moleſtation of Us, Our Heires , or OurSucceffors, or. ; 
Our ' Juſtices , Shereitfs , Eſcheuetors , or other our Officers 
whomivever. TIO Er aha 
© Weehavegranted allo, and by thele Preſents, for: Us, Our. 
Heires and ſucceſſors, do grant unto the ſaid Thomas Byard. the 
now Maſter, and to Tobn Lacy, Thomas Blackway , Tobhn Blunt anQ© 
Clement Dethick, the now Wardens , and to the Comminalſty of 
the art or myſtery of Cloth-workers of the City of London atore- 
{aid, and to their ſucceſſors, that tliey and theirſucceſſors, ſhall 
have the ſaid comminalty perpetuall of themſelves, and chatthey.._ 
have power and may augment andencreaſe theſame, asalſoithat 
they may have full power and aathority from time to time for e- 
ver to receive , make. and conſiicate. into that  Comminalty any 
.- perſon whomfoever, aſwell Denizens,as Aliens, whom they will 
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of the ſame, or in-any other place for the ſpace of three miles _ __ 


-- "roundabout, diſtant from the City of Loxdsn , The fulland 7 
- _ exitire overſight and (earch, government and corre&ion of a 
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-- and ingulary thetreemen of the ſaid comminalty of the arc or ' 
-:*. - myſtery of Cloth-workers aforeſaid, Deniſens , Forraign- 
ers,Aliens,& all others of whatſoever art or myſtery they were 
of cheſaidartor myſtery of Clothwerkers aforeſaid , or of 
- "he late art.or myſtery of Sheere-men, or of the late art or 
: - anyltery of Fullers, or of any art-or any myſtery of the arts 
or mytteryes aforeſaid, or any way touchingor concerning the 


'- Fame; or toanyof them any way belonging or appertaining 
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*  "IntheCity of London aforeſaid, the liberties and ſuburbs of the 


- | ſame, orelſewhere within three miles round about , diſtanc 
TW "om chefaid City as aforeſaid, ufing 'Or -which her eafter ſhall 
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;.| ultiany of the laidartsor myſteries, 8& of all and fingularthe 
:- things of theartafordaid; or of the Miltery aforeſaid, or at © 
-.  -aay time touching-any of them, aſwell in the manifafture of 
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and for not perfeMly working , exerciſing , and I:bonring 
in the manntaQure of woollen clothes and Fuſtians, / arid all 
other things whatſoever any way concerning or touching any 
the Arts or any the Miſteri:s of the Arts or Miftertes aforeſaid 
or the like, or to them or any of them, or any of themiwhat- 
ſoever any way b:Jonging or appertaining by them” or- any of 
them wrought orrmade, as often-and whenfoever need (ball: be, 


or to them lhall ſceme-expedient for the profit and bzriifit fat 
our Teige pcople, and of all others whomſcever.* S6 that 
the correCtion and puniſhment of the ſarne'freemen , the Dent= 
zens, Forraigners and Aliens, ſo in the- premiſes offending, 
be 'executed by the ſaid Maſter, Wardens ,''and  Conminalty 
of the freemen of the art or myſtery ofithe Cloth-workets of 
the City of London aforeſaid; for the thymebeirigiaccording ti 
the lawes of Our Kingdonr of EyoturdaridtheStatates thereof, 
and the cuſtomers of Our City'ot Londonatoreſaid; And thatno - 
Denizen , Forraizner, nor Alien, within Our faid- City:of -. 
LONDON or the ſaburbs of the ſame hall ſe the artior <7 


myſtery of Cloth-worker aforeſaid; or aty the art;oviany” - 
| | __ of ' the myſtery of the arts or miſteries: aforeſaid or the like, © 


or any the things at any tiine;, any way "touching earobr- + F 
cerning any: art or any: myſtery 'of- the- ſaid arts or myſte= #7 
. yes aforeſaid or thelike, or wo any of them any manner of % - 
way: belonging or appertaining , unleſs he be: firſt admitted * - 
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and allowed by the Maſter Wardens and Comminalty of the 

Freemen of the Artor Myſtery of the Cloth-workers of the 

City of London aforeſaid for the time being, for a fitting, con- 

petent and ſufficient workeman and artiticer to uſe and exer- 

And further, We will, and have granted and by theſe Our 
Letter Patents, for Us, Our Heires and Succeffors, do grant to 
the foreſaid:now Maſter Wardens &% Comminalty of the Free- 
men of the Art or myſtery of  Clothworkers of the City of 
London aforeſaid, andto their ſuccefſors, that no officer, Mini- 
ſter, Artificer , or any other whoſoever, ſhall henceforward 
ſearch, or any mannerpreſume to ſearch any of Our Leige pzo + 
le priviledged of the art or milftery of Cloth-workers a- 
forefaid, or exerciſing and ufing any att of the arts, orany my- 
ery of the myſteries aforeſaid or thelike, nor the goods, nor 
any thing whatſoever to the ſamearts, or to the ſame myſte- 
ryes , norany of the workmanſhip any way p:rtaining or 
belonging, or'any wayes touching or concerning the ſame arts 

_ orthe ſame myſteries, or any of them , beſides the ſaid Maſter 

Wardens and Comminalty of the Freemen of theart or myſte- © 

| othworkers of the City of London aforeſaid, So thar 

It tends not to the prejudice of the authority of the Major of 

our City of Londox; aforeſaid for the time being. 

AND MOREOVER, VVe will;and by theſe prſents for Us, 
Our Heires and Succeffors,doe grant to the now Maſter, War- 
dens, and Comminalty of the Freemen of the Art or Miſtery 
of Clothworkers of our City of London and to their ſuceeffors, 

 Thatall and ſingular Free of the ſaid Comminalty and Devi- 
zens Forreigners and Aliens uſing the Art or Miſtery of 
Clothworkers aforeſaid or any Art of the Arts, or any Mi- 
ſtery of the Miſteries aforeſaid orthe like, or any thing , or 

; workmanſhip of any of the things , or of any of the Art or 

. . . _ Miftery of the Arts,. or Miſteries aforeſaid or the like in any 

..._ way touching or concerning .or to any the ſaid Arts'or any 

- thing any way belonging or appertaining to the ſame Arts'or 
to the ſame Mifteries in the City of London, or the ſuburbs .of 
the ſame. That they contribute or yearly pay to the Maſter 
Wardens and Comminalty of the Freemen of the Art or Mi- 

CY ſtery of Clothworkers. of the City of London aforeſaid for the 
_ > . time being for the ſapportation and maintenance of the 
OE C 2 chardges 


o ha 
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charges and bufinelle concerning or any way touching the . 
ſame Comminalty of the Art or Miſtery of the Clothwork- 
ers, two ſhillings at the foure uſual] termes in the City afore- 
faid,uſually and by equall portions. AND FURTHER, We 
grant in manner and forme as aboveſaid, That as often and 
whenſoeverany Freemen of the fame Comminalty, or devi- 
zen, Forreigner, or Alien occupying the Art or Miſtery of 
Clothworkers aforeſaid, or any Art of the Arts, orany 
Miſtery or Miſteries aforeſaid or the like, uling the fame or a- 
ny of them, who contrary to' the forme of this our preſent 
grant ſhall deny, orrefuſe to pay every quarter of a yeare, the 


ſaid ſamme in manner and forme aforeſaid. That then and 
fo often it ſhall be lawfull to_the Maſter, Wardens and Com- 
minalty of the Freemen of the Art or Miſtery of Clothwork- 
ears of the City of London aforeſaid for the time being, the 
goods and chattels of him ſo denying or refuſing, to diftreine, 
and the diftreſſe ſo taken, to drive,carry away; and to retaine 
by them untill the faid ſumme and every parcell thereof ſhall 
be fully ſatisfied. Although expreſſe mention of the certain= 
ty of the premiſſes, or of any of them, or of any other the 
2uift, or grant, or confirmations by any of our progenitors, 
or predeceffſors, or by usto the ſaid now Maſter, Wardensand 
Comminalty of the Freemen of the Art or Miftery of Cloth- 
workers of the City of Londonaforefed, or to their predeceſſors 
or to any of them before theſe times made, be not:madeiin:theſe 
preſents or any other thing,cauſe,or matter whatſoever in any 
thing notwithftanding, We nevertheleſſe ratifying-and-al- 
lowing the aforeſaid guifts , grants,-and conifirmationszand 
Ocdinances, and all and fingular in theLetters Patents and 
Charters aforeſaid above recited coritalnied and deſcribed; and 
not at all revoked , dofor us, qur heires andſacceflors (as far 
as in us lyeth) accept and approveof them and of ourefpecialt 
grace, andoiCof our certaine knowledge, *and meere motion- 
Bo us our heires and ſucceſſors, 'we doe-ratifie, approve and 
grant by theſe preſents, for ever to onr fattbeloved and: 
Richfull Thomas. Byard now Maſter," Fobn Lacy, Thomas Black= 
Way, fobn. Blunt, and Clement Dethicknow Wardens, and to 
FE uo i ob 
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the Comminalty.of the Freemen of the Art ot Mikery of the 
Clothworkers of the City of London aforeſaid, and to their 
ſucceſſors, willing alſo and by theie patents we do grant unto 
the aforeſaid Thomas Byard now Matter, Joby Lacy, Thomas 
Blackway, fobn Blunt and Clement Detbich now wardens, and 

* to the Comminalty of the Freemen of the Art. or Miſtery of. 
Clothworkers of the City of London aforeſaid. That they *--- 
may and ſhall have theſe our Letters Patents, under-our Great 
Seale of England in dae manner made and ſealed, without Fine 
or Fee,great or ſmall ro us in our Hamper, or elſewhere to 
our uſe in any manner rendred, paid or made. . 

K NOW you now, that we, at the humble petition! of the x;1, 
ſame Mafter, Wardens and Comminalty of the Freemen of the Charts 
Art or Miſtery of Clothworkers of the City of London, of our 5s patent 

eſpecial grace, andout of our certaine knowledge and meere 74 £77 
motion, doe for our ſelves, our heires and ficcefrs approve 
and confirme the forefaid Charters and Letters Patents, made 
to the ſame Maſter, wardens and Commninalry of the Freemen 
of the Art or Mitſtery of Clothworkers of the City of Londoz, 
 And'wt do ratifie and by theſe preſents we will have ratified: 
for ever, all and ſingular in them contained. So that they 
may fully aſeand enjoy them without the impediment of aus 
our heires or ſucceſſors, or; Juftice, Sheriffe, orother our 
Officers or Miniſters whoſoever as their Charters before ſaid 
do plainely reftifie. And furthermore Know you,that we out 
of our greater, and more eſpeciall grace, and out of our &r- 
rAine knowledge and meere motion for us, our heires and | 
ucceſſors doe grant to the Torelaid Maſter and Wardens and ” 
Comminalty of the Freemen of the art or miſtery of Cloth- 
_ workers of the City of London, and to their ſucceſſors. That 
at once,and at ſeveral! times they may obraine, purchaſe, and 
hold in Fee, or for tearme of yeares, Meſſages, Lands, Te- 
nements, and Rents, not exceeding the yearly value of two 
| hundred pounds, and which are not held of us, our heires or 
ſucceſſors, or of others by Knight ſervice, or of us by Socage 
in Capite. And in like manner we give and grant lycence: 
by theſe preſents to the faid Maſter, Wardens and Comminal- 
ty and to their ſucceſſors. That they may alien is i” 
——_ | ow 
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(18) — 
for tearme of life or yeares ſingular, the Mannours , Meflapes : 
Lands; Tenements, and Rents aſwell of the preſent as future . 

Tenantsto the yearely value aforefaid, which are not heldas 

aforeſaid , and this without the impeachment-of Us, Our. 
Heires and Succefſors, and without any writt of 41 quod dams - 
mm or any Inquifition or mandate thereupon to be had or-- 
proſecuted, The Statute of Mortmaine or any other Statute or - 
Ordinance notwithſtanding. | 


We will alſo, &c. Although expreſſe mention, &c.In witnes | 
whereof, &c. Witneſle the 7 


ing at Weſtminſter the 24 day of. 
April, In the Ninth yeare of the Reigne of Our Soveraigne. 
Lord KING CHARLES. | EE , 
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